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Nancy Margolis Gallery is excited to feature painter, Aubrey 
Levinthal, at VOLTA NY 2018. 
 
Aubrey Levinthal is a still life and figurative painter living and 
working in Philadelphia. Her paintings, which combine still lifes, 
self-portraits, and interior spaces, are interpretations of 
everyday moments we all experience in the course of our daily 
lives. These brief instances, whether ephemeral or banal, are 
applauded and elevated by the artist through her discerning eye. 
The themes of Levinthal’s paintings revolve around family, 
feeling, and living in the real world. In this most recent body of 
work, created specifically for VOLTA, Levinthal exhibits 
increased interest in describing the painting process itself as well 
as her interactions with works of art. In Making The Flower Lover 
Levinthal depicts herself in her studio next to a smear of mixed 
paints on a palette. Behind her, propped against a wall, leans the 

beginning stages of The Flower Lover—the largest, most monumental painting she produced for the art fair. 
Similarly, in Self with Antiquity, the artist puts herself into a museum setting, in which she gazes through a 
glass display case at an antique bust. Levinthal understands that the commonplace has its own beauty, and 
no matter how inconsequential, it is embraced in the paintings and remains important.  
 
Equally critical to the emotional and structural power of her paintings is how Levinthal juxtaposes color, 
texture, pattern, form, and composition within her pieces. She translates prosaic moments onto panel 
through a thoughtful blend of abstract and representational forms. Levinthal implements such painterly 
techniques as scraping, glazing, and flattening of planes to achieve a distinct and personal point-of-view in 
each composition. Furthermore, her proclivity for abstraction has the effect of enhancing the importance of 
her chosen subjects: a bowl of cherries or a tangled string of headphones at once takes on a more 
significant meaning through her treatment of them.  
 
Aubrey Levinthal received an MFA from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts in 2011. She has 
participated in numerous exhibitions including group shows at NOVELLA Gallery NY, Queens College Art 
Center NY, and Mrs. Gallery. In Philadelphia, group shows include the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts Museum, Woodmere Art Museum, and the University of the Arts. Her January 2016 solo exhibition at 
Gross McCleaf Gallery was reviewed in The Philadelphia Inquirer. Her work has been featured in ARTnews, 
the NYSUN, Harper’s Magazine, and New American Paintings. Levinthal is an assistant professor at Rowan 
University. She is the recent recipient of her second Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation grant, which funded 
her solo show at the Painting Center, NY in January 2017, as well as a residency at Ballinglen Arts 
Foundation in County Mayo, Ireland, in May 2017. 
 
Image: Making The Flower Lover, 2018, oil on panel, 48 x 48 inches. 


