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Midnight Sun by Charity Baker is a selection 
 of plein-air and studio paintings inspired 

by the effects of continuous sunlight on an indi-
vidual’s psyche. The global pandemic awakened 
a yearning in Baker to reconnect with nature, 
discovering that the sun uplifted her through 
profound moments of isolation. Interested in the 
power of light, she questioned what would happen 
if the sun didn’t fully set. Baker settled in Böllnas, 
Sweden, in the summer of 2022 to experience 
this phenomenon firsthand. She found that, “As  
exciting as constant light can be, it affects quietly 
functioning parts of the body like our biological 
clock, cognition, memory, arousal, sleep and 
energy balance.” In the resultant works, Baker 
explores how the midnight sun illuminates what 
darkness usually obscures.

Working from direct observation, Baker produced 
numerous small-scale oil paintings that capture 
the ever-present sun. Primarily landscapes, these 
works — the smallest only 6x6 inches — use bold, 
gestural brushstrokes to simulate the energy of 
revolving light. Time of day is uncertain, disori-
enting our preconceived notions of the stillness 
that comes with evening. Dense forests, sensational 

clouds, and bathers are portrayed under what 
could be early morning or late evening skies. 
Seen as a whole, the plein-air studies convey both 
an ambiguity and an outward exuberance of a 
world alit.

By contrast, Baker’s large-scale studio paintings 
reveal the effects of constant sunlight on a  
person’s inward experience. These works were 
created in her studio, removed from the original 
source of inspiration. As such, more weight is 
placed on the human condition than on a repre-
sentation of nature. The sun’s presence sheds 
light on actions and desires that are typically 
felt in private. Pairs of figures share moments 
charged with quiet intensity and tenderness. 
In an arresting self-portrait, the artist’s gaze 
pierces the canvas and locks eyes with the 
viewer. A full 74 inches wide, the scale of her 
largest painting invites the onlooker to step 
into a life-size forest to experience a personal 
moment of reflection. While nighttime typi-
cally provides a veil of privacy to explore 
longings, mischief, and uncertainty, the light 
of the midnight sun exposes these desires and 
vulnerabilities for all to see.



d ay l i g h t

2022 

Oil on canvas 

56 x 56 inches



t r e e s  (n i g h t )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

9 x 12 inches

t r e e s  (m o r n i n g )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

12 x 9 inches

t r e e s  (d ay )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

12 x 9 inches



b at h e r s  (m o r n i n g )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

8 x 10 inches

b at h e r s  (n i g h t )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

8 x 10 inches



o r b a d e n  s u n s e t

2022 

Oil on canvas 

50 x 57 inches



a r c h i p e l a g o  i i

2022 

Oil on canvas 

18 x 19 inches



va l l e y  (n i g h t )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

8 x 10 inches

va l l e y  (d ay )

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

6 x 6 inches



m i d n i g h t  s u n

2023 

Oil on canvas 

31 x 31 inches



a r c h i p e l a g o  i i i

2023 

Oil on masonite panel 

10 x 8 inches

b i r c h

2022 

Oil on canvas 

20 x 16 inches



i n  t h e  f o r e s t  w i t h  s ta r s

2022 

Oil on canvas 

36 x 24 inches



l a k e  s w i m m e r s  i

2022 

Oil on board 

6 x 6 inches

l a k e  s w i m m e r s  i i i

2022 

Oil on board 

6 x 6 inches

l a k e  s w i m m e r s  i i

2022 

Oil on masonite panel 

8 x 8 inches



s u m m e r  f o r e s t  at  n i g h t

2022 

Oil on canvas 

67 x 74 inches



This project started when I was talking to a Swedish friend of mine 
about the light in Sweden. She described a certain anxiety that 

the midnight sun caused the Swedes in the summer. As exciting as 
constant light can be, it affects quietly functioning parts of the body 
like our biological clock, cognition, blood pressure, memory, arousal, 
reproduction, sleep and energy balance.

This reminded me of the pleasure and pain from the past couple years, 
when the world paused the way that it did. While we stepped back, 
Nature dominated even a city like New York and I was reminded 
about my inherent connection to it, and most specifically to the sky. 
During the summer I would paint the sunsets every night, realizing 
how unique and powerful light is. This sun got me through incredible 
moments of isolation.

But what happens when the sun doesn’t go down? I wanted to experience 
this World of the Midnight Sun and paint it up close.

— CHARITY BAKER
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