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DELPHINE HOGARTH LAFAYE 
ARTIST STATEMENT 
 
My interest for art started around the age of fifteen. The important friendships I developed as a 
teenager were almost all related to painting, photography, artists. I understood early on that art would 
be my way of expressing myself; a platform for realizing my ideas. 
 
I was not allowed to dive into Art straight away so I studied History of Art and Drama to start with. My 
background as a History of Art lover had a big influence on my ability to embrace painting as a self-
taught artist. Funnily enough my experience in drama helped me probably just as much, in order to 
develop my sense of composition and exhuming emotion. All my paintings are composed with the 
same care as you would create a theatre set. 
 
The compositions in my paintings are a recycling job of social events that have touched me with 
personal memories I have kept over the years. I sketch figures, draw objects that I destroy and rebuild 
on canvas.  
 
The technique is oil based, acrylic, ink, sometimes collage, the exploration comes from everyday life 
tools as well: coffee stains, shoe brushes, cellar tape, sewing sometimes small areas, sticking leather 
pieces and Japanese wall paper cut outs, stamping the canvas with a hot iron. Mixing the classical 
manner of painting and the self taught one is something that has defined my work over the years, as is 
blending in motherhood, a woman's identity and painting in my personal life. 
 
The process is divided into two steps. Research is the main departure. Learning about it, letting it sink 
in until the adrenaline inside me can lash out on canvas. Generally speaking, once I start painting, the 
figure or still life components are linked to my personal emotion, unconscious or part of the reality of 
the moment. The background will be fuelled with the research. Both interlock into one painting. 

 


