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I had a thought once that we were all roses, all growing from the same stem, all expressing 
our essence in a unique way, but all rooted in the same soil.  After, when it started to rain 
and I saw the droplets kiss the ground and disappear into the earth—I knew what love was. 
-gdh 
 
The magic of the flower 
 
I like how a flower can be so expressive. The variety of intensity and value in a flower’s 
color, and the complexity of its shape make it seem like each petal is a unique 
composition, each stem a random happening. Although when you look at it from a 
different perspective, a majority of the flower’s properties come from a systemic 
configuration: its patterns, color, and form are built from repetition and regularity. The 
magic of the flower is the balancing act maintained so well between its systemic and 
expressive nature. That to me makes looking at a flower an almost endless activity; a single 
blossom is an abundant display of beauty and mystery. Its shapes and colors constantly 
reveal the magnitude of details embedded in its mathematically fashioned form, but within 
the flower’s complexity there is an aura of effortlessness. 
 
It is this type of balance I strive to realize in my paintings. I want the colors to allure and 
captivate, but also to create tension and disarray; the structure to hold symmetry and 
balance, but also bend and wane organically. And the patterns to keep the viewer’s eye 
moving through the picture plane, or lead to fixating on a complex grouping of colors. 
However, the paintings are not necessarily about concentration or constant stimulation for 
the mind, or figuring something out. Rather, they are a place where the eye and mind can 
come across a sense of joy and stillness, a place where color and structure do not need to 
be thought about, but felt. 
 
 
 
 
 


