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I had a baby boy in August of 2016 and became his full time caregiver. I started a 4’ x 4’ 
painting of a black and white striped bow shortly after he was born, figuring that I would 
paint something that my son would enjoy looking at as his eyesight developed. I painted here 
and there, while he was napping and on days when my husband could lend a hand, but even 
after a year the painting was still not done. Most of my free time, of which there was very 
little, I myself wanted to nap, because I was exhausted from not getting much sleep, nursing 
my son throughout the night. 
 
When I was dared by the gallery to challenge myself to make new work, I thought this is the 
perfect opportunity for me. There are lots of new things that I would like to try. The biggest 
part of the challenge for me was to send my son to daycare at 15 months so that I could have 
my undivided attention for part of the days during the week to decide what new thing and 
actually start doing it. Now that my son is enrolled in a very nice daycare program with other 
sweet children, and I’m totally happy with the people who are taking good care of him, the 
first thing on my list is to finish the black and white bow painting, which is wrapping up 
nicely, pun intended. Next I want to do something completely different and utilize a 
wallpaper that I collaborated in making with Cavern Home. At first, I was thinking I would 
hang the bow painting on a wall or on panels covered in the wallpaper, but I didn’t like the 
idea of the wallpaper simply being an installation prop and discarding it after the show. The 
wallpaper is silk screened, beautiful and costly to make and install, so I opted for another 
solution. I’m planning to adhere the paper to various canvases which I can then paint on and 
hang around the bow, thus accomplishing two things at once and no waste. First, the 
wallpaper will be on canvases surrounding the bow creating the visual effect of the wallpaper 
around the bow that I was looking for, and secondly, these wallpapered canvases will be 
paintings unto themselves as I plan to embellish the wallpaper by painting things directly on 
it. 


