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n Story Paintings, Mark Milroy moves fluidly between
portraits, still-lifes, and landscapes, often combining
elements from each into a single composition. Guided
by his own personal experiences and physical surroundings,
Milroy’s subjects range from the everyday to the invented,
from corners of his studio to conjured worlds, and from
daily acquaintances to fictional cowboys. The artist states:
“My goal is to convey some of the very honest moments
of humor, oddness, frustration, joy, wonder, and pain that

[ have felt.”

Even when painting from life, Milroy allows his imagination
free rein, blurring the lines between truth and fiction,
and between immediate experience and distant memory.
This balancing act shows itself in the artist’s style, a
fusion of naturalism and abstraction. Some elements
of his paintings are rendered in crisp detail with subtle
mark-making, while others use broad swathes of color to
capture the essence of a subject or scene, like a memory

that has lost specificity with time.

We can see examples of this in the artist’s depictions of people. His portrait
of Faran is formal in its construction, portraying the sitter posed in a chair to
be painted and gazing fixedly at the viewer. The rings on her fingers and the
intensity of her eyes invite us to believe in her reality. By contrast, the young
boys in Pinafore Ill appear not only unrehearsed, but as though plucked directly
from the artist’s imagination, their facial features smudged as they float in a
canoe down a green river below a blazing pink sky. Regardless of what he is
painting, Milroy’s surfaces are rich and densely layered, and enchant viewers

through their vivid palette.

Milroy’s stories are not complete narratives; they are entryways. A rhythm
forms when moving through his paintings that evokes a feeling of familiarity.
We begin to notice patterns and recognizable features, pulling us deeper into
the work. Often, a subject will enter from the edge of the canvas, or a distant
landscape will repeat itself in more than one painting, forming a connection
between his works in the viewer’s memory. To experience Milroy’s paintings is
to partake in a process of looking, remembering, and imagining. A creator of
historical fiction, Milroy carves narrative from fact, and sets the foundation for

onlookers to continue his stories.

— NANCY MARGOLIS GALLERY



COWBOY UP II

2020
Oil on canvas

62 x 46 inches




MODIGLIANI

2021
Oil on canvas

16 x 12 inches




SMALL AUTUMN LANDSCAPE

2021
Oil on canvas

12 x 12 inches
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FALL

2021
Oil on canvas

48 x 36 inches




BLACK BIRD

2021
Oil on canvas

16 x 16 inches




HOUSE PLANTS

2021
Oil on canvas

16 x 16 inches




CANADA GOOSE

2021
Oil on canvas

12 x 12 inches




72 x 66 inches
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2020
Oil on canvas



ALLIUM

2021
Oil on linen

12 x 12 inches




People, books, picture postcards, plants and everyday objects like an old pocket knife
become props and subject matter in my paintings. | draw upon personal experiences
and poignant moments from my life for imagery. My goal is to convey some of the
very honest moments of humor, oddness, frustration, joy, wonder, and pain that |
have felt. | paint people and places as well as personal experiences and narratives.
Everything | choose has meaning to me and to the world that surrounds me. |

attempt to make paintings that are poetic and filled with metaphor and meaning.

Sometimes | will make drawings, prints, and multiples of an idea in a variety of materials
before | begin a painting. | work in oil on canvas and mostly in direct observation of
the subject unless | am working from my imagination or memory. There are other
times where | will work my idea out directly on the canvas, and through this process

| attempt to find the image, acting as both image maker and image seeker.

— MARK MILROY
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