
 
 

 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
Ferne Jacobs & Cheryl A. Thomas 
New Work 
  
Opening Thursday, September 11th  
Exhibition continues through October 18th  
 
The Nancy Margolis Gallery is to open a two-person exhibition, September 11th, 
featuring the work of fiber artist Ferne Jacobs juxtaposed against the 
unusually fibrous porcelain sculptures of Cheryl A. Thomas. While both artists 
work in different mediums, the technical focus and time consuming nature of 
the work and unusual visual parallel of coiled linen thread to coiled porcelain is 
striking. 
 
Ferne Jacobs, California, has had an extraordinary career and long relationship 
with the Nancy Margolis Gallery. Jacobs is seen as an innovator in fiber art, she 
was one of the first female students to attend Art Center College in LA, and 
began using basketry techniques to create sculptural work when everyone 
else was making vessels. Her total devotion to her painstakingly consuming 
fiber sculptures is inspiring. Waxed linen thread knotted and twined, twist and 
turn into unusual forms of vibrating color. 
 
Jacobs, after attending several art programs in California, New York, received 
her MFA from Claremont Graduate University in 1976. She has been exhibited 
across the United States and internationally, her work can be found in 
public/private collections such as the Metropolitan Museum, NY; The Mint 
Museum; NC; The Smithsonian Institute National Museum of American Art, 
Washington DC and the Wadsworth Antheneum, CT. 
 
Cheryl A. Thomas, a California artist, first showed with the gallery at SOFA NY 
2007 where she was enthusiastically received by collectors. Thomas creates 
her amorphous porcelain sculptures by meticulously coiling clay into large, 
thin vessels. The firing process takes care of the collapse, as the porcelain is 
too fine to hold such a delicate form. The natural collapse of the vessels 
creates unique and interesting forms. Her new work has developed into 
coupled abstract porcelain forms, larger and more complex than her original 
showing.  



 
Thomas received her BFA from Art Center College of Design and lives and 
works in California. She has shown her work her work in California, New 
Mexico and recently in New York at the Nancy Margolis Gallery. Her career has 
taken off and her porcelain sculptures continue to be acquired by a number of 
museums including the Gardiner Art Museum, Toronto; Long Beach Museum of 
Art, CA; Fuller Craft Museum, MA; American Museum of Ceramic Art, CA and 
the Minneapolis Institute for the Arts, MN. 
 
Please feel free to contact the gallery if you have any questions or wish to 
receive more information on the artists. Images from Ferne Jacobs & Cheyrl A. 
Thomas may be viewed on the gallery website: 
www.nancymargolisgallery.com. 
 


