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Sylvia Naimark’s new body of work, Night Transfigured, 
comprises eleven oil paintings that communicate a coherent 
yet nonlinear narrative. Her haunting representations of 

atmospheres and figures convey the mystical, melancholic quality 
of Nordic light.

Naimark’s paintings are not evocative of objects or places in 
themselves; rather, the painting itself is the place and not an image 
of a place, but the whole reality. In Untitled, an effusion of deep 
violets and blues triumphantly asserts itself against the raw canvas 
background. Pocket I and Transfigured Night captivate viewers 
through a duality of light and dark. Here, Naimark’s use of texture, 
color, and form provoke inward, emotional responses.

While some paintings suggest figuration—such as Afternoon 
Park, Stair, and Glasses—Naimark relies on nonrepresentational 
sensibilities. Her works reach toward something transient yet 
precise. Counterpoint, for instance, is a stormy-gray composition, its 
surface reverberating with circles in contrasting hues. In Breathturn, 
a pale wash settles over an ashy foreground, appearing to ripple 
and change shape. Lonely Cloud, Forest, and The Other Side depict 
faint lines and contours of forms that gradually emerge, guiding us 
further into the works. These paintings point to Naimark’s interest 
in her materials: paint is scraped, washed, and reworked. The visceral 
effect of her slowly built-up, textural surfaces elicits an enticing 
dialogue between the spectator and Naimark’s worlds. For Sylvia 
Naimark, “only what changes is real.”

— NANC Y M ARGOLIS GALLERY



Painting is my way of thinking through the materiality of paint itself. One work 
builds upon the next in a random stream of thought and layers of experience. 
There is a sense of coherence within that weaves the works into each other. To 

me the painting itself is a place that contains everything including doubt. It represents 
spiritual possibilities that brings new meaning to the present, past and times that will 
never be. Hidden narratives appear, but I keep them undefined. In this imaginary 
reconstruction of thought, there is a slow, transient yet precise process where I create. 
Night Transfigured is a series of paintings that represents the ambiguous metamorphosis 
that comprises a lifetime. In my work I am looking for a way to relate to the world.

— SYLVIA NAIM ARK



THE OTHER SIDE , 2019–2020

Oil on panel 

39.4 x 39.4 inches



STAIR, 2018

Oil on canvas 

19.7 x 19.7 inches



BREATHTURN, 2019–2020

Oil on canvas 

41.3 x 41.3 inches



LONELY CLOUD, 2019

Oil on canvas 

42.1 x 37.8 inches



COUNTERPOINT, 2019

Oil on board 

19.7 x 15.7 inches



POCKET I, 2019

Oil on canvas board 

8.7 x 10.6 inches



TRANSFIGURED NIGHT, 2019

Oil on panel 

39.4 x 39.4 inches



UNTITLED, 2019–2020

Oil on canvas 

39.4 x 38.6 inches



FOREST, 2019–2020

Oil on panel 

36.2 x 38.2 inches



AFTERNOON PARK , 2019–2020

Oil on panel 

24 x 24 inches



GL ASSES, 2019–2020

Oil on canvas 

14.2 x 18.1 inches
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